MEET THE DOCTOR

If you plan to attend please

RSVP to Kelley at

kdevincentis@optonline.net

or call 800-437-4949.

Meet the doctor

On March ¢', 2008 the
Garden State Chapter of

Myasthenia Gravis Founda-
tion is going to have a spe-

cial luncheon in conjunc-
tion with our general
membership meeting.

Our speaker for this pro-
gram will beDr. Campel-
lone.

Born and raised in the
suburbs of Philadelphia,
Dr. Joseph Campellone
majored in chemistry and
biology in the pre -
medical program at West
Chester University. He
then received his M.D.
degree from Temple Uni-
versity School of Medicine
and completed his resi-
dency in Neurology at
Pennsylvania Hospital. He
continued his training as
a fellow in neuromuscu-
lar disease and electromy-
ography at the University
of Pittsburgh.

For the past ten years, Dr.
Campellone has been
with the faculty at Coo-
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per University Hospital,
where he specializes in
neuromuscular disease
and electromyography.
He is an Associate Profes-
sor of Medicine
(Neurology) at the
Robert Wood Johnson
Medical School and the
University of Medicine
and Dentistry of New
Jersey and has written
and co-authored several
papers and book chap-

Have some lunch

The Division of Neurology at Cooper University Hospital is seeking patients with
rheumatoid arthritis in addition to people with myasthenia gravis. See bottom of
page 2 for contact information.
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Partnership for Prescription Assistance Program Overview

The Partnership for Prescription will get them free or nearly free. Partnership for Prescription Assis-
Assistance brings together Amer-  Among the organizations collabo- tance by phone, you can call toll
ica's pharmaceutical companies, rating on this program are the free, 1888-4PPANOW (1-888477
doctors, other health care providers, American Academy of Family Phy- -2669).

patient advocacy organizations and sicians, the American Autoimmune oy Mission

community groups to help qualify- Related Diseases Association, the
ing patients who lack prescription  Lupus Foundation of America, the
coverage get the medicines they NAACP, the National Alliance for
need through the public or private  Hispanic Health and the National
program that's right for them. Many Medical Association. To access the (PrescriptionContinued on pag®)

Our mission is to increase aware-
ness of patient assistance programs
and boost enrollment of those who

\*2)

RxHope makes patient assistance easier

...for those who need it
Throughout the USA,
millions of patients and
their healthcare provider

tance more accessible via grams can be complex and expen-
exclusive Wekbased ap- sive to administer. That's why

plication technologies and RxHope was established... to enable
a professionalhstaffed more pharmaceutical companies tg

depend on patient assis- call center. provide them coseffectively, using
tance to help them obtail ...and those who provide new technologies. It began_ as a
needed medications. it grassroots effort of the Patient As-

RxHope makes this assi (RxHopeContinuedon paged)

Patient assistance pro-

Researchers Stop Muscle Weakness Caused by
Myasthenia Gravis

Newswised Severe muscle weak- antibodies that attack and damage
ness caused by myasthenia grdvis acetylcholine receptors, which are
Severe muscle weakness caused a highly debilitating autoimmune  mechanisms that play a key role in
by myasthenia gravisa highly disorderi can be prevented or re- transmitting the electrical impulses
debilitating autoimmune disordér versed by blocking a key step in th¢that cause muscles to move and
can be prevented or reversed by immune response that brings on th  contract.
blocking a key step in the immune disease, researchers at the Saint  The immune response at the heart

response that brings on the Louis University School of Medi-  of this process is called a comple-
disease, researchers at the Saint  cine have found. ment cascade a complex chain of
Louis University School of Myasthenia gravis, which affects  chemical reactions in which pro-
Medicine have found. about 120,000 Americans, is cause

when the immune system produces (anti-C5 agentContinued on pags)

The Division of Neurology at Cooper University Hospital is seeking patients with myasthenia gravis. Patierlts are
being asked to participate in a research study involving memory function in patients with MG. Participantsjwill be
compensated for their time. No blood work or procedures are involved. To find out more information, pleage con-
tact Dr. Joseph Campellone at (856) 2425.
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Executive Director Message

A New Year: A Renewed Hope
For A Cure!

| truly believe that with each
new year we become closer and
closer to reaching our ultimate
goal: A World Without MG.

Since | 6ve been
Garden State Cha
nessed first hand the many
achievements and steps towards
this goal. From successful fund-
raisers and general meetings to
an outstanding promotional pro-
gram, new lending library and a
wonderfully crafted website, this
Chapter has actively taken a
stance against MG. In doing so,
our Chapter has helped many
myasthenic patients and their
families around the world.

At our annual luncheon last No-
vember, we welcomed the addi-

tion of two new enthusiastic
Board Members and were de-

lighted by the great turnout.
Programs such as our general
membership meetings are devel-
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oped to help you o the myas-
thenic and your family members.
This is a great way for you to
meet others, share your experi-
ences and provide helpful tips
and support. Therefore | en-
courage you to attend our next
meeting set for March 2" at the
Cooper Educational Facility in
Voorhees (details on last page.)
Looking towards the future,
wedl |l continue t
successful programs and hope-
fully inspire new initiatives and
ideas. In the meantime, have a
Healthy & Happy New Year.

Kelley A. DeVincentis
Executive Director
& a myasthenic

(PrescriptionContinued from pagg)

are eligible. The Partnership for

Prescription Assistance offers a sin-

medicare.php
What We Offer
Help for Those in Need

gle point of access to more than 475 Many people have difficulty afford-
public and private patient assistance ing health care, including prescrip-

programs, including more than 180 tion medicines. A number of patient programs for which they may qual-
programs offered by pharmaceutica| assistance programs provide h9|p to |fy, such as MEdlcald, Medlcare, or

companies.

Help is Here Express

Find out more on the web about the
"Help is Here ExpresBus Tour-
visiting communities across the
country.
https://www.pparx.org/bus/
Medicare Prescription Drug Cov-
erage

Starting January 1, 2006, Medicare
offered prescription drug coverage
to people with Medicare. To find
out more about this program, go to
the web at:

https://www.pparx.org/

patients who lack prescription drug

coverage and earn less than 200% c ance Program

the federal poverty level
(approximately $19,000 for an indi-
vidual or $32,000 for a family of
three).*

fIn 2003, more than 29 million peo-
ple in the United States made less
than 200% of the federal poverty
level and have no health insurance.

Access to the Medicines They Need Catastrophic lliness in Children
Patients will be directed to the public Relief Fund Program

or private programs most likely to

meet their needs. The Partnership fcdren
Prescription Assistance helps quali- Medicaid for Pregnant Women

fying patients without prescription

coverage:

fEnroll in more than 475 patient
assistance programs

TAccess more than 2,500 medicine
fLearn how to contact government

the State Children's Health Insur-

Help with Insurance Premiums
and Copays

Co-Pay programs are independent
public nonprofit organizations that

provide financial assistance for cer:

tain healthcare costs to patients wh
qualify financially and medically.

New Jersey

Medicaid for Families with Chil-

(PrescriptionContinued on pags)
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https://www.pparx.org/bus/index.php
https://www.pparx.org/ViewProgramDetails.php?program_id=536
https://www.pparx.org/ViewProgramDetails.php?program_id=536
https://www.pparx.org/ViewProgramDetails.php?program_id=393
https://www.pparx.org/ViewProgramDetails.php?program_id=393
https://www.pparx.org/ViewProgramDetails.php?program_id=394

