
We started our annual 

fundraising season with 

our 10th Walk-A-Thon on 

May 12th.  The weather 

was perfect! We are get-

ting so used to seeing the 

familiar faces of all who 

walk and support the ef-

forts of this terrific event. 

Kelley DeVencentis, our 

executive director, and 

her helpers deserve an-

other round of applause 

for a job well done. 

Congratulations to Ed 

OôMara and his team for 

another successful golf 

fundraiser on Aug. 13th. 

The weather was in full 

cooperation for this event 

and an enjoyable time 

was had by all who at-

tended. Thank you ED 

for a job well done. 

A new comer to our or-

ganization, Celeste Bate-

man, has surprised us 

with the 2nd of her won-

derful Tea fundraisers 

held at the Robert Treat 

Hotel in Newark, N.J. on 

Aug. 25th. This talented 

new comer has been able 

to generate interest to 

those who might not have 

otherwise heard of us. 

Thank you Celeste for all 

the work you did for this 

interesting event. Also, 

we apologize to Celeste 

for the oversight of not 

announcing the details of 

this fundraiser in our pre-

vious newsletter. Celeste, 

you deserve an extra 

round of applause for 

doing this all on your 

own! 

Finally, our 4th fund-

raiser, organized by 

Maryann Pasquale and 

her team, was held Sept. 

23rd at the Taylor Pavilion 

in Belmar, N.J. This was 

the 7th Sit-A-Thon for our 

organization which con-

sisted of an auction along 

with the fun of talking to 

our friends and enjoying 

the beautiful ocean view. 

Thank you Maryann for a 

job well done. 
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New Treatment Boosts Muscle 

Function in Myasthenia Gravis  

ST. PAUL, Minn.- A new type of 

treatment significantly reduces the 

severity of muscle weakness in my-

asthenia gravis (MG), giving hope 

for a new class of drugs to treat 

neurological disorders, according to 

a study published in the August 14, 

2007, issue of Neurology®, the 

medical journal of the American 

the American Academy of Neurol-

ogy. ñOral delivery of antisense has 

long been sought after since it is 

expected to improve patient compli-

ance because daily injections wonôt 

be needed.ò  

People with myasthenia gravis have 

increased fatigue and reduced 

strength in their voluntary muscles. 

Symptoms may also include a 

drooping eyelid, double vision, dif-

ficulty in swallowing, or slurred 

speech. Myasthenia gravis is be-

lieved to affect 20 out of every 

100,000 people.  

For the study, 16 people with myas-

thenia gravis were given daily doses 

of oral EN101 antisense for four. 

PA G E 2  

Academy of Neurology.  

The drug, oral EN101antisense, 

inhibits the production of acetyl-

choline esterase, which is an impor-

tant enzyme in the function of the 

neuromuscular junction, where 

nerves connect with muscles. An-

tisense is a synthetic, short segment 

of DNA that locks onto a strand of 

mRNA and blocks production of 

specific proteins.  

ñThis is the first time weôve been 

able to show that antisense is effec-

tive and safe when taken orally for 

a neurological disease,ò said study 

author Zohar Argov, MD, with Ha-

dassah Hebrew University Medical 

Center in Jerusalem and member of 

it just might work. 

Hideki Garren, MD, PhD, is one of 

four Stanford University research-

ers who invented the vaccine and 

co-founded 

Bayhill Thera-

peutics to de-

velop it. Garren 

notes that MS 

is an autoim-

mune disease 

in which a specific kind of immune 

cells -- T cells -- attack nerve cells. 

"Our vaccine is designed to go only 

after the disease-causing cells in 

MS and leave the other T cells 

alone," Garren, now Bayhill's vice 

president of research, tells WebMD. 

"The first advantage of this ap-

proach is we should have fewer side 

effects than current MS drugs. And 

second, this should modify the un-

derlying disease because we are 

going after the disease-causing 

cells." 

In MS patients, T cells attack the 

myelin sheath that protects nerve 

fibers. One of the T cells targets is a 

specific myelin protein -- an antigen 

-- called myelin basic protein or 

MBP. 

The new vaccine is made of geneti-

cally engineered DNA that encodes 

MBP. Normal vaccines provoke 

(Continued on page 3) 

By Daniel J. DeNoon  

WebMD Medical News 

Reviewed by Louise Chang, MD 

Aug. 13, 2007 ï A 

new kind of vac-

cine promises to 

halt the destruc-

tive immune re-

sponses behind 

multiple sclerosis, 

type 1 diabetes, 

and other autoimmune diseases. 

Thirty patients already have re-

ceived four injections of the MS 

version of the vaccine in a phase 1 

clinical trial. The vaccine was very 

safe, at least in the short term. And 

there was tantalizing evidence that 

T H E  F L A S H 

an important enzyme in the function of the 

neuromuscular junction, where nerves connect 

with muscles 

In Early Test, Multiple Sclerosis Vaccine Turns off Harmful 

Immune Response 

New Treatment Boosts Muscle Function in Myasthenia Gravis 

The Division of Neurology at Cooper University Hospital is seeking patients with myasthenia gravis. Patients are 

being asked to participate in a research study involving memory function in patients with MG. Participants will be 

compensated for their time. No blood work or procedures are involved. To find out more information, please con-

tact Dr. Joseph Campellone at (856) 342-2445. 

http://www.webmd.com/Daniel-J-DeNoon
http://www.webmd.com/Louise-Chang



